Weltwirtschaft zwischen Digitalisierung, Corona und Klima

The Impact of the
Corona Virus on Zimbabwe

Die ersten COVID-19-Félle in Afrika wurden im Februar 2020 festgestellt. Stidafrika, Marokko
und Agypten waren am stirksten von dem Virus betroffen. In Simbabwe wurde der erste Fall am
21. Marz 2020 registriert. Seitdem stieg die Zahl der Falle schnell an. In der Anfangsphase wurden
die meisten Infektionen bei simbabwischen Riickkehrern aus Stidafrika, dem Vereinigten Kénig-
reich, den Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika und Dubai festgestellt. Mit der Zeit wurden in Sim-
babwe auch lokal tibertragene Fille festgestellt, und die Zahlen stiegen. Wie viele andere Regie-
rungen in der Welt ergriff auch Simbabwe AbriegelungsmaBnahmen, die erstmals am 30. Mérz
2020 angekiindigt wurden. Seitdem wurden die MaBnahmen erneuert und durch Verscharfung
oder Lockerung der COVID-19-Regeln je nach Einschatzung der Bedrohung und im Rahmen der
WHO modifiziert. Heute, am 3. Dezember 2021, belduft sich die Gesamtzahl der COVID-19-Félle
in Simbabwe, einem Land mit 14,86 Millionen Einwohnern, auf 137 000, darunter 1 707 Todes-
falle. Wie in anderen Teilen der Welt hat die Pandemie die Wirtschaft Simbabwes stark beein-
triachtigt, soziale und kulturelle Aktivitaten gestort sowie Ungleichheiten, Armut und andere
Gefahrdungen insbesondere fiir die ohnehin schon marginalisierten Menschen verstérkt. In die-
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sem Artikel werden die Auswirkungen von COVID-19 auf den Lebensunterhalt der Menschen, die Bildung, die Gesundheit, die Poli-
tik und die Wirtschaft im Allgemeinen erdrtert. Er stellt diese Diskussion in den globalen wirtschaftlichen und politischen Kontext.

Loss of livelihoods

Zimbabwe’s economy before 2019 was
already struggling. Since the Fast-
Track Land Reform Programme and
the destructive politics emanating out
of it, coupled with international con-
demnation, Zimbabwe’s economy was
on a downward trend. With the global
financial crisis in 2008 and the devas-
tating Tropical Cyclone Idai in March
2019, the country was already vulner-
able when COVID-19 hit. The country’s
infrastructure was in a terrible state of
disrepair. Disruptions of electrical pow-
er and clean water supplies were com-
mon. Petrol and diesel were either con-
stantly unavailable or too expensive
for ordinary citizens. The Zimbabwe-
an dollar lost value as demonstrated
by civil servants who were demanding
payment in United States Dollars (The
Herald 2018, 1). By the time COVID-19
hit Zimbabwe, most Zimbabwean busi-
nesses and citizens were already vul-
nerable and impoverished.

The spread of COVID-19 led the
government of Zimbabwe, like those

of many other countries to impose
shutdowns and curfews with signif-
icant restrictions to movement and
productivity, sports, entertainment as
well as education. This meant formal
and informal businesses were restrict-
ed in their operations. Some companies
closed; others significantly cut back on
operations thereby depriving many cit-
izens of their formal and informal jobs
and livelihoods (Chaora 2020). Most of
the informal traders could not operate.
“Closure of informal economy busi-
nesses, marketplaces and vending sites
deprived them of their sources of liveli-
hoods and incomes. Vendors and small-
scale food producers reported disrup-
tions in the supply chains, low sales,
high rates of produce leftovers and
spoilages (for those selling perishable
goods) which threatened profits, and a
decline in number of customers visit-
ing vending sites or informal markets”
(Chamunogwa/Chakanya 2021).
Innocent Chirisa reports that ,,The
announcement of the 21-day lockdown

AMOSINTERNATIONAL 16. Jg. (2022) Heft 1

in Zimbabwe saw many people flock-
ing to the rural areas“ (Chirisa 2021).
Many people in the informal sector
who lost their livelihoods could not
survive any more in the urban areas.
This urban-rural migration caused an
increase of COVID-19 infections in ru-
ral areas. With increasing poverty in
the urban areas, informal slum settle-
ments grew, thereby forcing citizens in-
to overcrowded places with no ameni-
ties like clean water, electricity, refuse
disposal, health care and education fa-
cilities (Chirisa 2021). These conditions
made it impossible for citizens to follow
the COVID-19 WHO rules like quaran-
tining, social distancing, frequent and
thorough hand washing and sanitizing.
This means that these crowded urban
areas became a time bomb waiting to
explode. They are a danger not on-
ly to Zimbabwe, but to the world at
large. For as long as there are cases of
COVID-19 anywhere in the world, no
part of the world is safe.



