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Marinna Heimbach Steins: Integration 

– a Magic Formula? Socio-ethical ex-

plorations into migration politics

Integration as a new emphasis in Ger-

man immigration politics is a many-fac-

eted and controversial concept. This es-

say distinguishes between the facets of 

different concepts of integration and 

asks for the socio-ethical problems re-

lated with it. For a normative orienta-

tion the criteria of acknowledgement 

and participation are introduced and 

central fi elds of political and social im-

plementation are identifi ed. For reasons 

of justice integration politics focussed on 

the interests of the host society should 

not be isolated from the political aspects 

of migration and third-world aid.

Markus Babo: German Immigration Law 

in European Context. Current situa tion 

and socio-ethically relevant problems

The European Union offers its citi-

zens an area of freedom, security and 

justice, while third country nationals 

both are subjected to a set of restric-

tions and stand under general suspi-

cion, if they even succeed in entering 

this privileged area. The right to asylum 

has been precariously limited, the right 

to family reunifi cation has been restrict-

ed and immigration for economic rea-

sons has been limited to highly-qualifi ed 

employees and fi nancially strong inves-

tors who, however, fi nd little attractive 

conditions of admission. Such a migra-

tion law does not cope either with the 

humans concerned or with the responsi-

bilities in relation to other states or with 

the own demographic development of 

the European Union.

Katja Neuhoff: Integration by Educa-

tion. Challenges for school and voca-

tional education

The group of female and male mi-

grants in Germany is heterogeneous, as 

the problems it meets with are accord-

ingly manifold. It is united, however, by 

its relation towards the host society in 

matters of integration. Integration, in 

fact, is regarded in Germany still as a 

duty to be fulfi lled by the immigrants 

and less as a genuine task of society as 

a whole. This uneven perception of inte-

gration is refl ected not only by the un-

balanced relation of demands and sup-

plies in integration but also by the forms 

of structural discrimination in institu-

tions of education. For education being 

able to unfold its integrative potential 

basic changes are necessary which not 

only relate to the educational sector in 

general but also the area of social and la-

bour politics as well as home affairs. In-

tegration by education requires a more 

comprehensive social integration.

Albert-Peter Rethmann: Shaping Inte-

gration. Models and criteria of a res-

ponsible integration policy

This essay deals with the theological 

and ethical foundations of the integra-

tion of migrants and discusses current 

questions of migration politics in Germa-

ny (integration courses, nationality law, 

family politics etc.). It concludes that in-

tegration is not a one-sided act of assim-

ilation of the migrants. Integration de-

pends on the good will of the members 

of the host society to shape immigration 

and integration in a such a way that all 

justifi ed interests of all concerned are 

duly respected. An ethically responsible 

legal framework and the integration of 

migrants into the everyday life of the 

host society must complement one an-

other in this.

„An Unruly Immigration Country“ – 

Interview with Helena Flam about dis-

crimination and integration of mi-

grants in Germany

Helena Flam was from 2002 to 2006 

in charge of the German part of the EU-

sponsored eight-country research project 

on the discrimination of migrants. The 

comprehensive results (about schools, 

job market, political parties, among oth-

ers) have been recently published in the 

book “Migrants in Germany: Statistics 

– Facts – Discourses”, Universitätsver-

lag Konstanz, 2007. The following con-

versation refers to these results. It fi rst 

deals with general questions: How has 

the interaction with migrants in Germa-

ny changed over the last years? To what 

extent are there still discriminatory atti-

tudes? Which conditions are conducive, 

which detrimental to the goals of inte-

gration? Is there at all a guiding concept 

of integration? Can the possibility of 

democratic participation for immigrants 

be improved? The last part of the inter-

view discusses the institutional forms of 

the discrimination of the children of mi-

grants at school level and describes per-

spectives for necessary reforms.

Bringing about Human Relations – In-

terview with Father Ruedi Beck about 

integration and new ways of pastoral 

care

Is it at all possible that more than one 

hundred nationalities live peacefully to-

gether in a suburban community? What 

can a Christian community, what can its 

individual members contribute towards 

it? How are they themselves changed by 

a more open view – beyond the bound-

aries of religion and denomination – on 

the people who arrive as foreigners and 

look for a new home? What insights are 

there from the living in a multi- cultural 

parish for the pastoral care of the fu-

ture? Ruedi Beck, a priest from the lower 

Kleinbasel, which has the reputation of a 

deprived area, reports about his commit-

ment to the inhabitants there – a com-

mitment which is both social work and 

pastoral care at the same time.
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